English 23  

Ms Pearce

MACBETH by William Shakespeare

Act One Questions

Scene One

The line “Fair is foul and foul is fair” alludes to a theme that is recurring throughout the play. 

1. What is this theme? Please describe the theme in as much detail as possible and explain any alternative meanings this phrase might have.

Scene Two

1. What kind of a character does Duncan think Macbeth is? Please find and quote three examples from the original text to support your answer.

Scene Three

1. The First Witch has cast an evil spell since the witches’ first meeting. What was the spell and why did she cast it?

2. What is the dramatic purpose of revealing her powers at this point in the play? 

Scene Four

1. Define DRAMATIC IRONY. 

2. Find and quote any part of Duncan’s speech in this act that could be considered “ironic”. How and why is the passage you selected ironic?

Scene Five

1. What is ONE WORD you would use to describe Lady Macbeth’s character? Make a list of at least three quotes from the original text to back up your opinion.

Scene Six

1. Point out an ironic quote in this scene and explain why it is ironic.

Scene Seven

1. What is one reason Macbeth would not want to kill Duncan? Record the quote from the original text that supports your answer.

ACT TWO Questions

Scene One

1. Write down one passage from the original text of Macbeth that suggests Macbeth may be “off his rocker”, insane, looney, losing his marbles, or not quite with it.

Scene Two

1. Record one quote from the original Macbeth that suggests Lady Macbeth thinks Macbeth is a weak coward.

Scene Three

1. Why are the gates of Macbeth’s house symbolic of the “Gates of Hell”?

Scene Four

List three different things that were “out of the ordinary” on the night of Duncan’s murder.

ACT THREE Questions

Scene One

1. Why does Macbeth feel the need to murder Banquo? Record a quote from this scene (in the original text) that supports your answer.

Scene Two

1. Why doesn’t Macbeth inform his wife of his plans to murder Banquo until now?

Scene Four

1. Record the quote from the original text in which Lady Macbeth tries to excuse her husband’s “odd” behavior. What is this excuse in plain English terms?

